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Thesis Statements

A well-developed thesis statement is essential in producing a strong paper. Depending on
your assignment, an effective thesis statement may be very explicit (e.g. argumentative,
scientific essays) or implied (e.g. personal narrative, descriptive essays). In either case,
your thesis should be clear to your audience.

When developing your thesis statement, it may be helpful to first think of it in these
general terms: a thesis statement is what you believe to be true about your topic. It should
also provide your audience with why you believe it to be true and/or how you will prove it
is true in your paper, A good way to begin is to ask yourself questions about your topic,
Ask vourself what you believe is true about your topic and how or why vou believe it's
true. The answers to these questions provide the starting point in forming your thesis
statement. Once you've done that, you can follow the suggestions below 1o develop an
effective draft of your thesis stalement.

It’s also important to remember that your original thesis statement can and should be
revised after vou've finished the drafi. Sometimes as yvou research and write a paper,
your ideas may change. After finishing your draft, take some time away from the paper.
Then re-read all the way through the draft {without making any revisions), keeping those
original questions in mind. After reading, ask yourself if you still believe your point is
indeed true, If your ideas have changed, make sure you revise your thesis statement
{also, asking yourself if you indeed proved your point in the manner your original thesis
suggested can also help guide you in the revision process),

According 1o Heffernun and Lincoln in their handbook Writing, a thesis statement

*is the main point you express, explain, or try (1o prove in your paper

»makes a specific, precise assertion about your topic

sshould be specific, pointed, and provocative, promising the reader(s) some new
information about your topic

sshould always be more than a vague generalization.

This means that your thesis statement should make a kind of road map for your
readers to follow as they go through vour paper, It should focus on the exact message
you want them to take from your paper, and lay out an outline for how your paper will
develop.

Since a thesis must be specific, this wouldn't be a very good thesis statement:

"The Writing Center is a neat place to go."
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Formulating a thesis is not the first thing you do after reading an essay assignment. Before you develop an argument on any
topic, you have to collect and organize .... In How to Write a Thesis Umberto Eco walks students through the craft and ... the
rarefied concerns of academia with a broader reading public.. It is the one statement that summarizes the main point of the
essay and states why the essay is important and worth reading. An essay that lacks a strong thesis .... Most papers including
essays, research papers, a dissertation require a good statement. ... Once you have written your essay, read it to your family,
friends.. ... a paragraph. Do not begin to state evidence or use examples in your thesis paragraph. ... Your reader's blueprint for
reading: Serves as a "map" to ... Write a sentence that summarizes the main idea of the essay you plan to write. Main Idea: ....
not prepared to make a claim), your thesis might read: "What forces conspired to bring ... essay, it does help you, the writer, to
see the overall structure of your .... ... know, believe, or understand. 1.4.1.4 After having read your essay. ... Why should you
write a thesis statement when you write an essay? What is it good for?. Pamphlet: How to Write a Thesis Statement. ... Why
Should Your Essay Contain a Thesis Statement? ... How Can You Write a Good Thesis Statement? ... reader won't be able to tell
the point of the statement, and will probably stop reading.. Your readers—especially your instructors—want to read writing that
engages them. Consequently, you must write thesis statements that are .... A thesis statement is one sentence that expresses the
main idea of a research ... Good: Reading develops a child's mind by fostering comprehension skills, increasing ... Essay writers
run the risk of getting off track and wandering into thickly .... Find out the purpose of a thesis statement, how one should write
it, which pitfalls to ... it wouldn't prompt them to read your paper or find out why you think this so.. Follow the expert writing
tips when composing your paper thesis. ... It should end up with the writer's suggestion to keep on reading the essay to explore
the .... But the most common place for a thesis statement (and probably why you're reading this article) is in an essay. Whether
you're writing an .... Learn the definition of thesis and the secrets of writing a strong thesis ... audience to understand if your
paper is something they want to read.. Writing Thesis Statements. Academic essays ususally have a thesis statement, a one- or
two-sentence summary of a paper's main point, usually found at the end .... (To learn more about writing argumentative essays,
read How to Write an Argumentative Essay, Step by .... Other times, however, thesis statements do not come so easily. Suppose,
for example, that one of your instructors asks you to write an essay about any aspect of .... Readers of academic essays are like
jury members: before they have read too far, they want to know what the essay argues as well as how the writer plans to .... You
should draw the reader in and make them want to read the rest of the paper. ... The discussion section should be a brief essay in
itself, answering the following ... Your thesis should be clearly written and in the format described below.. Whether you are
writing a short essay or a doctoral dissertation, your thesis statement will arguably be the most difficult sentence to formulate.
An effective thesis ... 44ee2d7999
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