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12 1 ADAPTATIONS OF NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES IN CINEWA

— The Gandener, 1915.1%1

Tagore was renowned throughout musch of Europe, Maorth
Amerca, and Ext Asia.  He co-founded Danington
Hall Schonl, a progressive coeducational institution; 1551
in Japan, he infleenced such figures as Nobel laure-
ate Yasunari Kawabata," ™ Tagore’s works were widely
tramslated into English, Dutch, German, Spanish, and
other European languages by Crech indologist Vincene
Lesny, ™" French Nobel laureate André Gide, Russian
poet Anna Akhmatova! ™Y former Turkish Prime Min-
ister Billent Ecevit! "™ and others. In the United States,
Tagore's kecturing circuits, particularly those of 1916
1917, were widely attended and wildly acclaimed. Some
contronersies ™ = 3 G hing Tagore, possibly fic-
tive, trashed his popularity and sales in Japan and Morth
America after the late 192k, conchiding with his “near
total eclipse” outside Bengal.®! Yet a latent mverence of
Tagore was discovered by an astonished Salman Rushdie

during atrip to Micamgua /"™

By way of tmanslations, Tagore influenced Chileans Pahlo
Memwda and Gabricla Mistral;, Mexican writer Octavio
Paz; and Spaniands José Oriega v Gasset, Zenobia Cam-
prubi, and Juan Ramdn Jiménez. In the period 1914-
1922, the Timéner-Camprubi pair produced twenty-two
Spanish translations of Tagom’s English compus; they
heavily revised The Crescens Moo and otherkey titkes. In
these years, Jiméner developed “naked poctry™ 7 Or-
tega y Gasset wrote that " Tagore™s wide appeal [owes to
how | he speaks of Jongings for perfection that we all have
|...] Tagore awakens a dormant sense of childish won-
der, and he saturates the air with all kinds of enchant-
ing promises for the mader, who [...] pays little attention
tor the deeper import of Onental mysticism™. Tagore’s
warks circulated in free editions around 192 0—alongside
those of Plato, Dame, Cervantes, Goethe, and Tolstoy.

Tagore was deemed over-rated by some. Graham Greene
doubted that “anyome bt Mr.  Yeals can still take
his poems very seriously.” Several prominent Westem
admirers—including Pound and, to a lesser extent, even
Yeats—crnticised Tagore's work.  Yeals, unimpressed
with his English translations, railed against that "Damn
Tagore |...] We gotout three good books, Sturge Moore
and [, and then, because he thought it more important
to know English than to be a great poet, he brought out
sentimental rubbih and wrecked his reputation. Tagore
does not know English, no Indian knows English "B
William Radice, who “Englishjed]” his poems, asked:
“What is their place in world literature "™ He saw
him as “kind of counter-cultur]al],” bearing “a new kind
of classicism”™ that would heal the “collapsed romantic
confusion and chacs of the 20th [clentury, T 77T The
translated Tagore was “almest nonsensical™, ™ and sub-
par English offerings reduced his trans-national appeal:

anyone who knows Tagore's pocms in
their orginal Bengali canmot feel satished

with any of the translations {made with or
without Yeaiss help). Ewven the translations
of his prose works suffer, to some extent,
from distortion. E.M. Forster noted Jof ] The
Hone o the Wordd [that] “[t]he theme is so
beautitul,” bt the charms hawe “vanished in
translation,” or perhaps ‘in an experiment that
has ot gquite come off.”

—Amartya Sen, “Tagore and His India™ "

10 List of works

The SMLTR hosts the 1415 BE edition of Tagore™s com-
plete Bengali works. Tagore Web also hosts an edition of
Tagore’s works, including annotated songs. Translations
are found ot Project Guienberg and Wiksounce, Mo
spumes ane below,

10.1  Owriginal
Bengali
Emglish

10.2 Translated

English

11 Adaptations of novels and short
stories in cinema

1L1 Bengali

® MNagr Puje — 1932 — The only film directed by Ra-
hindranath Tagore

» Naukadheli — 1947 {Moukaduhi) — Nitin Bose
» Kobuliwala — 1957 { Kabuliwala) — Tapan Sinha

» Fefudfisn Pashaan — 1960 (Kshudhita Pashan) —
Tapan Sinha

» Teen Kanya — 1961 {Teen Kanya) — Satyajit Ray
» Charuleg - 194 (MNastanirh) — Satyajit Ray
® Ciluare Baine — 1985 (Ghare Baine) — Satyajit Ray

» Cholhver Bali — 2003 (Chokher Bali) — Ritupamo
Chosh

» Shasg — 2004 (Shasi] — Chashi Nazned fslam

» Sl — 2006 (Sfuewvashin ) — Chashi Mazrul Elam
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